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NAHUM TATE, 1681.
Nothing but the Power of your Perfwafion, and my Zeal for
all the Remains of Shakefpear, cou'd have wrought me to fobold
an Undertaking.    I found that the New-modelling of this Story,
wou'd force me fometimes on the difficult Tafk of making the
chiefeft Perfons fpeak fomething like their Character, on Matter
whereof I had no Ground in my Author.     Lear's real and
Edgar's pretended Madnels have fo much of extravagant Nature
(I know not how elfe to exprefs it) as cou'd never have ftarted
but from our Skakefpears Creating Fancy.    The Images and
Language are fo odd and furprizing, and yet fo agreeable and
proper, that whilft we grant that none but Shakefpear cou'd
have form'd fuch Conceptions; yet we are fatiffied that they
were die only Things in the World that ought to be faid on
thofe Occalions.
Dedication ("To my esteemed Friend Tho. Boteler, Esq. ")
of the History of King Lear.    1681.    C. M. I.